
ENSURING
RIGHTS
AND CHOICES
FOR EVERYONE

Ecuador



UNFPA’S GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
UNFPA is the United Nations agency for sexual and 
reproductive health. Its mission is to achieve a world 
in which every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is 
safe and every young person can reach their full 
potential, free from gender-based violence.

UNFPA aims to achieve three transformative outcomes by 
2030:

End unmet need for family planning.

End preventable maternal deaths.

End gender-based violence and 
harmful practices against women, 
girls and adolescents.

Achieving the three transformative outcomes will contribute to 
reaching the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

UNFPA is present in more than 150 countries. Its Strategic Plan for 
2018 - 2021 reaffirms the goal of universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, the right to a life free of gender-based 
violence, and the availability and analysis of data for the population, 
leaving no one behind. 

This plan is aligned with the Program of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD, 1994), the 
Montevideo Consensus on Population and Development (2013) 
and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The Strategic Plan 2018-2021 is aligned with the Program 
of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD, 1994), the Montevideo Consensus on 
Population and Development (2013) and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.
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UNFPA IN ECUADOR
UNFPA began its activities in Ecuador in 1979. The Country Program 2019 - 2022 is the cooperation 
agreement established between UNFPA and the Ecuadorian State, and is the product of a strategic and 
participatory prioritization of the most important challenges and needs faced by Ecuador to ensure that 
its citizens fully exercise their sexual and reproductive rights and live a life free of gender-based violence. 
It was developed in consultation with the National Government, academia, civil society and development 
partners including United Nations organizations.

As part of the United Nations development system cooperation 
agreement with Ecuador, UNFPA supports the country in development 
and humanitarian contexts, as well as in the nexus between the two. 
In the former, it implements cooperation through the modalities 
of advocacy and policy dialogue, specialized technical advice, 
institutional capacity building and knowledge management.

Strategic cooperation entities: Ministry of Public Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion, Secretariat of Human Rights, 
National Councils for Gender Equality, for Disability Equality, for Intergenerational Equality, National Institute of Statistics and Census, Civil Society 
Organizations, Academia, Gynecology and Obstetrics Federations, Decentralized Autonomous Governments, International Cooperation Agencies and United 
Nations System Agencies. 

In humanitarian contexts, it also provides different services as part of the 
humanitarian response.

UNFPA is guided by the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development and the Montevideo 
Consensus. It contributes directly to the Sustainable Development Goals 
of the 2030 Agenda. 

Priority areas of the UNFPA Country Program in Ecuador (2019-2022)

Sexual and reproductive 
health and rights

Gender equality and 
women’s empowerment

Population data
systems
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SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
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Its purpose is to ensure that all people have the ability to decide when and how 
many children to have, to have safe pregnancies and to develop their sexuality 
freely and without violence.
Its strategies are aimed at:
 
• Develop and implement sexual and reproductive 

health policies and regulations.
• Improve access to comprehensive sexual and 

reproductive health services in development 
and humanitarian contexts.

• Improve the supply of and demand for modern 
contraceptive methods.

• Improve maternal and neonatal health, 
prioritizing access to intercultural services, 
emergency obstetric and neonatal care 
networks, and family planning.

• Prevent adolescent pregnancy, HIV and gender-
based violence.

• Implement comprehensive sexuality education.
• Strengthen organizations of women, 

adolescents, youth and people with disabilities 
to increase demand and advocacy for sexual 
and reproductive rights.

The success of this component translates into the 
reduction of unintended pregnancies, abortions, 
obstetric complications and maternal deaths, 
contributing to UNFPA’s transformative outcomes.

Relevant milestones: 

• Ensured availability of modern contraceptive 
methods.

• Strengthening of national institutional 
capacities for comprehensive sexual and 
reproductive health services, maternal health 
services and childbirth care with intercultural 
relevance.

• National Health and Nutrition Survey 2018, 
Studies of Omission Costs in sexual and 
reproductive health and Impact of Adolescent 
Pregnancy.

• National Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Plan for the National Health System, and 
Intersectoral Policy for the Prevention of 
Pregnancy among Girls and Adolescents.

• Technical Assistance to the Ministry of 
Public Health for the continuity of sexual 
and reproductive health services, including 
a comprehensive approach to HIV, in the 
context of the pandemic.

COMMUNITY NETWORKS SAVE LIVES PUERTO 
EL CARMEN- CANTON PUTUMAYO

The Putumayo canton of Sucumbíos is separated 
from Colombia by the Putumayo River, on its banks, 
there are more than 20 communities of the Kichwa 
nationality. In this area, UNFPA supports the Ministry 
of Public Health and indigenous communities to 
ensure equitable access to sexual and reproductive 
health services.

It equipped the delivery room in Puerto el Carmen for 
interculturally relevant care and provided technical 
assistance for the creation of a network of essential 
community obstetric and neonatal care, and delivered

radios and an ambulance boat. It also 
periodically carries out emergency 
obstetric and neonatal care drills. 
All these actions contribute to 
guaranteeing the life and health of 
women and their children.
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Reasons
to act

maternal deaths
in 2020

191
million annually dollars are saved for

every dollar invested

472 17
Which represent a
maternal mortality
ratio of 57.6 per
100,000 live births,
increasing by 20.6
points compared
to 2019.

Source: INEC and MSP

This is the amount of
savings that Ecuador
would obtain by
optimizing investment
and by not incurring in
omission in sexual and
reproductive health.

Source: MSP, Senplades,
UNFPA, Sendas, 2017.

The cost of omission in sexual
and reproductive health is 17
times higher than the cost of
effective prevention.

Source: MSP, Senplades,
UNFPA, Sendas, 2017.



GENDER EQUALITY
AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
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It promotes the right to a life free of gender-based violence and the exercise 
of women’s sexual and reproductive rights as indispensable conditions for 
advancing towards gender equality.
Its strategies are aimed at: 

• Provide technical assistance to develop and 
implement laws, policies and plans related to 
the right to a life free of violence. 

• Strengthen actions for prevention and 
comprehensive attention to gender-based 
violence in development and humanitarian 
contexts, focusing on the needs of women.

• Strengthen civil society organizations for the 
exercise of gender equality and the right to a 
life free of gender-based violence.

 Relevant milestones:

• Mainstreaming the gender approach and the 
rights of women with and without disabilities 
in legal norms and health, justice and 
comprehensive protection policies.

• Strategy for prevention and comprehensive 
response to gender-based violence in 
development and emergency contexts: Care 
and case management, service maps and care 
routes, donation of dignity kits.

• Academic course on Gender-Based Violence 
and Child Protection in emergency contexts for 
the staff of the Human Rights Secretariat and 
the Network of Shelters.

• Strengthening of local networks on gender-
based violence in the Northern and Southern 
Borders.

• Technical assistance for the elaboration 
of the National Survey on Family Relations 
and Gender-Based Violence against Women 
(INEC, 2019).

• Research: Gender-based violence and 
disabilities; and Gender-based violence and 
Afro-descendant women.

• Inclusive communication strategy for the 
right to a life free of gender-based violence 
(Kichwa, sign language).en género (kichwa, 
lengua de señas).

• Citizen’s guide on sexual and 
reproductive rights and a life 
free of violence for persons 
with disabilities. Technical 
standard for comprehensive 
care for victims of gender-based 
violence.

• Guide to strengthen the 
leadership and participation of 
women with disabilities.

• Regional course on leadership 
and empowerment of women 
with disabilities.

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AND DISABILITY

Technical and financial assistance to the National 
Council for Gender Equality and the National 
Council for Disability Equality, to generate norms 
and policies for prevention and response to gender-
based violence against women with disabilities and 
an inclusive communication strategy (We Decide, 
2017 - 2020). 

The main findings were:

• Research: Pregnancy among adolescent 
women with disabilities, its link to gender-
based violence and challenges in caregiving; 
Incest and disability
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femicides in 2020
78out of every

women
have experienced
violence in Ecuador

65
100
56.9% have experienced
psychological violence, 35.4%
physical violence, 32.7% sexual
violence and 16.4% patrimonial
violence.

Source: INEC, 2019.

In addition, between January 
and July 2021, 41 cases of
femicide were registered.

Source: INEC, Special
Commission for Statistics
on Security, Justice, Crime
and Transparency.

Reasons
to act



POPULATION DYNAMICS
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The focus is on ensuring that all people are counted and represented by 
improving national demographic data systems needed to identify and reduce 
inequalities. 

High-quality disaggregated data is key to monitoring the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), Montevideo Consensus indicators, and evidence-
based interventions in development and humanitarian contexts. 
Its strategies are aimed at:  

• Strengthen national capacities for the 
production, analysis and dissemination of 
disaggregated and high quality information, 
with emphasis on censuses, surveys and vital 
statistics.

• Promote the incorporation of demographic 
information in national development planning 
and humanitarian response. 

• Strengthen information systems for monitoring 
the National Development Plan and its linkages 
with the SDGs and the Montevideo Consensus. 

UNFPA provides technical assistance so that the 
country has updated and timely information on the 
characteristics and needs of the population, which 
contributes to the design of evidence-based public 
policies for sustainable development.

Relevant milestones: 

• Technical assistance to the National Institute of 
Statistics and Census (INEC) for the planning of 
the Planning and Housing Census, including the 
automation of processes to optimize the use of 
resources.

• Capacity building for INEC staff in the 
management, analysis and visualization of 
demographic information.

• Technical assistance to INEC to improve 
the quality, completeness, timeliness and 
availability of death records. 

• Analysis of the National Health and Nutrition 
Survey (ENSANUT) 2018, modules referring to 
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, 
and the National Survey on Family Relations 
and Gender Violence against Women 2019, 
with emphasis on gynecological-obstetric 
violence. 

• Technical assistance to public institutions 
and civil society organizations for the 
generation and analysis of information on 
LGBTIQ+ population, Afro-descendants, 
indigenous population, adolescents and 
youth, and people with disabilities.

optimize the use of resources. This 
will provide updated demographic 
information for national planning and 
the implementation of public policies.

PLANNING OF THE POPULATION AND 
HOUSING CENSUS

UNFPA provides technical and financial assistance 
to the National Institute of Statistics and Census 
(INEC) for the planning of the Population and 
Housing Census, including the development of 
computer systems to automate processes and
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Reasons to act

women and

for men is the current life
expectancy, while in 1960
it was 53 years

years for

years

80
74.5

(INEC).

of Ecuador's population
is of working age 
(15 - 64 years old) and the
remaining 36% is economically
dependent

64%

It is essential to take advantage of the
demographic bonus to continue on a
path of economic growth.

(INEC).



ADOLESCENCE AND YOUTH
UNFPA works so that each young person reaches his or her maximum 
potential, placing at the center of its work the exercise and guarantee of the 
rights of those who live in conditions of greater vulnerability and exclusion.

Its strategies are aimed at:  

• Visibilize and prioritize the needs and proposals 
from and for adolescents and youth.

• Promote the participation, organization and 
leadership of adolescents and young people 
who are in more vulnerable conditions: 
Afro-descendants, indigenous peoples and 
nationalities, with disabilities, gender diversity 
(LGBTIQ+), in border geographic conditions, 
conflict or in contexts of human mobility.

• Generate evidence to promote investment and 
the development of sustained programs for 
adolescents and youth.

• Strengthen public policies on adolescents and 
youth, with emphasis on guaranteeing sexual 
and reproductive rights, prevention of gender-
based violence, forced early unions, teenage 
pregnancy. 

• Promote and strengthen the implementation 
of comprehensive sexuality education and 
strategies to eliminate barriers to access to 
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health 
services, including HIV and STIs.

Relevant milestones: 

• Technical assistance for the preparation of the 
National Census and National Surveys, as well 
as for the Second National Youth Study that 
contributes to the National Youth Agenda.

• Research related to: access to services, HIV, 
gender-based violence, early unions, teenage 
pregnancy and its relation to suicide in the 
context of the Northern Border.

• Strengthening national and Northern Border 
institutional capacities for the implementation 
of Comprehensive Sexuality Education in and 
out of school, and improving access to quality 
comprehensive sexual health, reproductive 
health, and gender-based violence services in 
both development and humanitarian contexts.

• Despite the context, COVID has been able 
to expand and strengthen youth organizing 
spaces and broaden participation to diverse 
populations at the national level, with 
emphasis on the Northern Border.

TOWARDS UNIVERSAL GUARANTEE OF 
RIGHTS AND LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND

Accompaniment to MoVHIlízate - Platform of young 
people living and cohabiting with HIV to implement 
their educommunication strategy and update their 
advocacy agendas in COVID-19 contexts. 

Participation of young people with disabilities, 
LGBTIQ+, Afro-Ecuadorian, indigenous, in contexts 
of human mobility, residing in border areas, with 
greater access barriers, in the construction of 
innovative proposals to prevent gender-based 
violence and promote sexual and reproductive 
rights.
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to act

gave birth every day in 2019

girls and

135
5

In 2019, there were 1,816 births to
mothers between 10 and 14 years
of age and 49,895 births to mothers
between 15 and 19 years of age in Ecuador. 

Source: INEC

million for 2017

USD

9,6
This is the fiscal impact (in terms of 
taxes not collected) that are generated 
for the State by not investing in the 
prevention of adolescent pregnancy 
and in the mitigation of adverse 
consequences of early motherhood.

Source: UNFPA 2020

adolescents



HUMANITARIAN PREPAREDNESS 
AND RESPONSE
In humanitarian situations, UNFPA prioritizes actions to improve and give 
continuity to sexual and reproductive health needs and the prevention of 
gender-based violence, in order to improve the health, safety and well-being 
of affected people and those most at risk: women, adolescents, children, 
indigenous people, LGBTIQ+ people of African descent, people with disabilities, 
among others.
Its strategies are aimed at:

Articulate prevention, preparedness and response 
actions, and aim at strengthening national 
capacities for:

• Improve access and continuity to essential 
sexual and reproductive health services and 
comprehensive response to gender-based 
violence.

• Prevent and respond to gender-based violence 
through case management, psychosocial 
support, and facilitating access to multi-
sectoral response services.

• Include young populations in risk management 
processes and community policing strategies.

• Produce data and population analysis 
necessary to reach the most vulnerable people.

• Coordinate and articulate with national 
and local actors the multisectoral and 
comprehensive response in emergency and 
humanitarian response contexts.

Relevant milestones: 

• Technical assistance for the development of 
the Sexual and Reproductive Health Manual in 
emergency situations.

• Strengthened humanitarian response 
thanks to the articulated work with local 
governments, local and community actors, 
and international cooperation agencies.

• Capacities of health personnel and protection 
services strengthened for comprehensive 
sexual and reproductive health response, 
counseling and case management in gender-
based violence in emergencies.

• Delivery of sexual and reproductive health kits 
and protective equipment for personnel in 
prioritized units of the Northern Border.

• Strengthened community surveillance 
networks in the Northern Border to prevent 
and respond effectively to human rights 
violations.

• Intercultural and inclusive communication 
strategies to prevent and promote sexual and 
reproductive rights and a life free of violence.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO 
VENEZUELAN MIGRANTS

UNFPA’s action in Ecuador prioritizes actions to 
strengthen the State’s response, as well as to 
facilitate the continuity of sexual and reproductive 
health services, including care for survivors of 
gender-based violence. Kits for pregnant women

and dignity kits for Venezuelan 
migrant and refugee women in highly 
vulnerable contexts were delivered. 
These actions were accompanied by 
information, advice on their rights and 
available services, and referrals to 
health and protection agencies.
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Venezuelans in human
mobility by 2020

417.000 

Of these, 48% are in an
irregular situation. 

Source: Government of
Ecuador, 2021

refugees by 2020 
55.290
98% of them are Colombian.

Source: Government of
Ecuador, 2021Reasons

to act

of people in human
mobility 

75%

are concerned about not being
able to meet their family's basic
needs.

Source: Government of
Ecuador, 2021



Follow us:

UNFPA 
United Nations Population Fund

Fondo de Población de las Naciones Unidas 
Centro Corporativo Ekopark 

Torre 4 - Piso 2 
Vía a Nayón s/n y Av. Simón Bolívar 

Quito - Ecuador 
ecuador.office@unfpa.org

ECUADOR

https://www.facebook.com/UNFPAEcuador
https://www.instagram.com/unfpa_ecuador/
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